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Committee Meeting held at 7 Rowley Close on Tuesday 28 April 2026 at 7pm
1. Attendees: Carol Hussey (CH), Chris Adams (CA), Clive Sampson (CS), Ian Hussey (IH), Larry Davidson (LD), Colin Mercer (CM)
Apologies: John Cooper (JC)


2. Chair Report

· We currently have no Chair
· Chris and Carol are meeting Lynn Gosden on 12 May to discuss the format of the speeches to be made on our trip to Saint-Jean-Brévelay.

3. Treasurer’s Report

· There is currently £5,361 in the bank account.  
· The only outstanding payment due is the cost of the minibus transport to and from Botley and Portsmouth.  Will be due on the day of travel.  CH will pay be credit card and claim the money back.
· Most people have renewed their membership.  CA is chasing the last few still to pay.
· The cost of entertaining the French in 2025 was approx. £3,500.  The post-covid visit cost was approx. £5,000.  Consideration will be needed as to what entertainment will be required for the 2027 visit as it will be the 30-year anniversary of the signing of the twinning charter.

4. Botley Twinning Association presence on the Botley Parish Council website.

· Botley Parish Council are updating their website. Kat, their Communications Officer, has requested updated details from us.
· Kate Llewellyn has produced a comprehensive statement that provides detail of what the association does and how to get involved. To be forwarded to Kat along with a small selection of photos - CH.
· It was agreed that we don’t need our own website but will contact potential members through existing social media channels and our own Facebook Group.
· Kat is going to provide CA with training on Facebook content and scheduling, to be shared with CH later.   

5. Trip to France May 2026

· CH will check with Lynn Gosden what the check in time is for the outward journey with Brittany Ferries.  Once confirmed this will be forwarded to Cab My Ride for the minibus booking. Details will then be sent to the Botley travellers
· CA & CH will check that there have been no changes to the list of foot passengers travelling from Botley
· We are unsure if the new EU passport security system is operational at Portsmouth Ferry Port and if we will need an earlier check-in time.  CH to contact Brittany Ferries for advice.
· CA & CH will check with Lynn Gosden where the arrival meeting point in Saint-Jean-Brévelay is and will forward this to the independent travellers.
· CH & IH will talk to Anne-Marie Denis while they are staying with them to find the status of the Saint-Jean-Brévelay Jumelage Group, how they are doing for members and finance.  CA will also talk to Maud.

6. Garden Party

· The date is confirmed as Sunday 12 July, 2026
· To be held in CM’s Garden at Shapwick, Brook Lane
· Start time 12.30pm, finish at 4.30pm.  Set up time to be confirmed
· The marquee will be put up from 12.30pm on Saturday 11 July.  A request for helpers will go out closer to the day.
· Menu: Roast pork, apple sauce, a selection of salads, a selection of puddings.  A request for contributions to go out to members
· CH will organise gluten free and vegetarian options
· A quote request for 60 x dinner plates, 60 x dessert bowls, 60 x wine glasses, 36 x Hi Ball tumblers, mugs x 36, to go to Crocks – CH
· Ticket prices for the 2024 event were £16 for adults, £8 for children.  CH to check with James Sutton how much pork prices have risen. We can then assess if tickets prices should be revised.
· CS will run the bar with assistance.  CM to check if he is still a registered licensee, if not CA will arrange a bar licence.
· Stocks of wine and non-alcohol drinks to be confirmed and replenished once we have an idea of the number of attendees
· Posters and tickets: CH
· Raffle: CH will get 6-7 prizes.  Debbie Clark, John Cooper and Marilyn Ayres to be asked if they could run it.  CA has ticket books


7. Quiz Night

· The date is confirmed for Saturday 7 November 2026, 7pm for 7.30pm
· Botley Market Hall has been booked
· CH and IH will organise the quiz questions.  
· It was felt that having the food before the quiz started worked well.  We will look at having a meal that is easier to prepare and keep hot, possibly a chilli.
· Further details to be organised closer to the date

8. Spring Fundraiser

· The idea of a French Café Night was revisited
· Possible food option could be French Onion Soup, Cheese, Bread
· CA to contact Craggle Rock and/or Chris Cooper of Botley Parish Council to see if they have contact details for ‘One Man Band’. We can ask if he could provide a French style selection of music

9. AOB

· Botley Parish Councils Big Clean Up – Thursday 23 April 2026: CA and Rob took part. Aline Blampied also participated as a Twinning Member/Hambel Valley Rotary representative. They worked alongside the council ground staff and representatives of the Botley By-Pass developers. The Parish Council are looking to make this an annual event.  Confirmation dates of the 2027 French visit so this can be co-ordinated to take place before they arrive. 
· Chris Cooper, Chair of Botley Parish Council confirmed that our request for the names of the Saint-Jean-Brévelay villages to be allocated to new Botley residential areas has been forwarded to the Developers
· The marquee will not be available to hire to third party organisations
· Pending the discussions with the French twinning committee, we will consider updating the Botley Twinning Association information leaflet.
· To investigate the cost of a stand-alone roller banner

Meeting closed 9pm
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